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August 30, 2005









Dear 6th Grade Parents and Students,

Welcome to our 6th grade classroom.  I am delighted to be teaching your children this year.  We have a great year planned with lots of activities.  I’ve put together some information that you need to have in order to make this year successful.

Most importantly, we must keep the lines of communication open.  If you have questions or concerns or just want to say hi, I hope you will feel free to call me either here at school or at home.  My school phone number is: 909-795-1112 ext. 224.  My home number is: 951-485-1188.  You can call me at home anytime before 9 pm.

Homework

Each day from Monday through Thursday, your child will have one spelling assignment.  Other than that they will be bringing home work that they did not finish during the day.  If there are times when the majority of the class does not finish something then I feel that I did not give enough time in class and we will finish it the next day.

Grade Reports

Each Friday I will send home a grade report showing your child’s current grades and any work they are missing.  Please keep an eye out for this as it will keep you up to date on your child’s progress.

Agenda Book

Your child has an agenda book this year.  Each day I have them write down all of the day’s activities and circle those they have not finished.  I will sign it when it is ready to go home.  Please look at

their agenda book and sign it each day.  This will inform you of any unfinished work they might have.  Please do not sign for the whole week ahead of time.  Your children are learning the responsibility of showing you their work daily.

Parent Aide Time

If you have the time and would like to help out in the classroom, please let me know.  I can always find some papers for you to grade!

Also, if you feel you have something unique you can share with our class, please come and talk to me.  Maybe you have a fascinating career or hobby, or some particular area of knowledge that you can bring to our class.

Tickets

I use tickets in my classroom as a reward system. Tickets are given for various things.  I might give them to those who are on time to school or for a clean cubby or for neatly done schoolwork. On occasion, for poor behavior, I may also ask for them back.  Then, once every month or so, the students will have a chance to buy things at my “store” and pay with their tickets.

Discipline

1st time a rule is broken


Verbal warning.

2nd time





Take a ticket.

3rd time





Take a ticket, recess








is taken and a Discipline 








Notice will be sent home








to be signed.

4th time (or for serious offenses)

I will speak to Mr. Riddle








about the behavior and 








involve him in a discipline








plan.

Citizenship Grade

This year a new letter grade has been added to the report card.  Each student will receive a citizenship grade based on the following:

1. Uses time wisely

2. Accepts responsibility

3. Respect rights and property of others

4. Takes pride in quality of work

5. Is courteous to classmates and adults

6. Completes assignments

7. Exhibits respect and reverence for sacred concepts and experiences

8. Follows directions

9. Shows self control in conduct and speech

Attendance

A letter grade will be added to the report card for your child’s attendance this school year.  If they enter the classroom after 8:00am they will need to check in the front office first and get a tardy slip.  Three tardies will equal one absence.

Visitor Pass
For safety reasons we are asking that all visitors on campus please check in at the front office and get a pass before entering the classroom.  We appreciate your support in taking the extra time to do this.

Hot Lunch

This year each classroom has been assigned a meal that they will be responsible for.  The 5th and 6th grade classrooms will be responsible for Haystacks.  We will serve that meal every other Tuesday.  Please let me know if you can help with this.  The money we earn helps us buy Accelerated Reading books and other classroom needs.

If your child will be having hot lunch you can purchase a lunch ticket through the front office.  If you send money for lunch it’s $3.00 per meal.  If you purchase a 10 meal ticket it comes down to $2.50 a meal.

Book Orders

Once each month I will be sending home book orders.  You can choose whatever books you want, and then about a week later I will collect the orders along with your payment.  For every book we order Scholastic gives us points that can be used to purchase books for the classroom.  If you send a check for your order, please make it out to MGA.

Textbooks

Your child has been issued a set of textbooks with their student number on each one.  If a textbook is lost or misused a new one will have to be arranged for, through the office.
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Holidays and Events

There is a sign-up sheet outside the classroom door if you want to be involved in planning a particular holiday party or event.  

Birthdays

If your child is having a birthday and you want to send something for the class, it’s perfectly OK with me.  If it is a sweet item it will be handed out at the end of the day.  Just let me know ahead of time what you will send and when it will be here.

Curriculum


Science – Geology, The Body, Nutrition, Electricity


Social Studies – Geography, Canada, South America


Math – Fractions, Decimals, Geometry, Probability etc.


Reading – Accelerated Reading, Book Reports, Basal Reader


English – Writing, Parts of Speech, and more Writing!


Bible – We haven’t yet received our new books!
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Field Trips

I’ll let you know about them as we plan them.

Attachments:

Copy of our report card

Parent Notification Form (Discipline)

1st Quarter Master Spelling List

Accelerated Reader Info

