PHYSICS
2009-2010
Jay Melashenko, Instructor – Mesa Grande Academy
My Office Hours may vary throughout the year, to contact me personally, please make an appointment by calling my office, my cell or by e-mail.  My current office hours are:

T,Th 12:15-12:50pm, 1:50-4:00pm 
 F     
12:40-1:40pm  
M,W 1:50-3:35 pm   
School Office Phone- (909) 795-1112  (ext 233)
No Home Phone… Cell Phone- (503) 522-5056   (no calls past 9:00 pm please)
I prefer to be contacted via e-mail.  I plan on returning e-mails on a daily basis  
jay.melashenko@mgak-12.org
I regularly update information about the class on edline.  Please use your access to edline to check on grades, assignments and missed assignments.  If you or your parents have any questions on how to access edline, please discuss that with the office as soon as possible.  I will also send a printout home a few days before each test.  

Grading Policy-  

50% for tests and quizzes
20% for labs
30% for daily work 
Grading Scale:

>100%
             A+

83-86.9%
B

70-72.9%
C-

93-99.9%
A

80-82.9%
B-

67-69.9%
D+

90-92.9%
A-

77-79.9%
C+

63-66.9%
D

87-89.9%
B+

73-76.9%
C

60-62.9%
D-

Expectations:   RESPECT and EFFORT

1. Respect yourself
a. Be positive about what you can achieve

b. Give every test and assignment your best shot

c. Take notes, they are extremely helpful

d. Come prepared (notebook, textbook, calculator, blue pen, and pencil)
e. Be in class as much as possible (e.g. go to the bathroom before class begins)
f. Use all of your class time efficiently (don’t stand by the door before the bell rings)

g. GET HELP WHEN YOU NEED IT!  If you are struggling, it means you’re learning
2. Respect others, which includes Mr. Melashenko
a. Only make positive comments to one another (put downs are not appreciated)

b. Raise your hand and wait to be called on during instruction time

c. Do your fair share in group work, discussions, and activities

d. Share your ideas and help each other- your ideas may benefit the class more than mine
e. Be in your assigned seat before class starts
3. Respect the school and classroom
a. All school rules will be enforced in the classroom (no eating, gum, dress, etc.)
b. The world is not your trash can
c. Keep all textbooks, notebooks, assignments, and equipment as nice as possible
4. Effort is essential
a. Physics is intended to be challenging— giving up makes success impossible
b. “I’ll keep trying” supersedes “I’m naturally good” every time.
c. If you constantly show me that you are willing to put in extra effort, I will put in extra effort to help you succeed (don’t come asking for extra help right before the end of the semester when you realize your grade is not where you want it, show effort all semester)

d. Use every resource available (Take notes, read the lesson, find a study buddy, utilize the internet, get a tutor, call the teacher, etc.) 
Policies

Assignments:  All assignments need to be turned in when instructed- 50% off for any late unexcused assignments, 0% if turned in after the test over that chapter.  Assignments are your responsibility.  Assignments will be returned once a week, always before an upcoming test.    
Late work policy:  -assignments must be marked “late” in bold letters at the top 

-the date the assignment was turned in at the top

-“excused” or “unexcused” at the top with the reason it is late

-excused assignments need to have a signature from Mr. Melashenko
-late assignments not labeled correctly will end up in the no name box

e.g.  LATE-  Due Friday, August 22, turned in Monday August 25 –Unexcused-forgot it at home

Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given often with or without notice.  All information given prior to the quiz is fair game.  Quizzes test your ready knowledge and understanding of information.

Absences:  If you were absent, or if you are going to be absent, see me as soon as possible to make arrangements for the work that will be (or was) missed—Write the assignment number on a blank sheet of paper and I will sign it with the new due date.  Unexcused absences can still receive late credit for assignments.  

Cheating:  Cheating is not tolerated 

-You don’t learn.  You get a zero.  You get a DIN.  You lose my trust

Cheating includes (but is not limited to) copying work, changing or adding answers while grading in class, finding out about the quiz or test from other students, whispering or talking during quizzes and tests, intentionally miscounting your score or not marking yourself off for missed questions while grading in class, trading or borrowing any assignments or intentionally not revealing the whole truth about any excuses in attempt to gain points or credit (including dates)
Labs:  As often as possible, the class will participate in, or observe a laboratory experiment.  Safety is expected. Your help in transferring lab equipment as needed is also appreciated.  
This syllabus is subject to change.  Please refer to edline for the most up to date syllabus
Last Updated 8/19/2009
I have no special talent. I am only passionately curious. ~  Albert Einstein

